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The alcaide delivered to Albuquerque a signed document
declaring the town's allegiance and setting forth the terms
of its surrender. Albuquerque bestowed upon the alcaide a
scarlet cloak and a silver basin in token of his regard, to
which the other captains added diverse gifts. When he was
asked if there was nothing Sohar could do for him per-
sonally, Albuquerque answered that he wished for nothing
beyond the pleasure he felt at finding men of such out-
standing merit.

Leaving Sohar with his blessing, Albuquerque sailed.

As they followed the coast in a northerly direction, on
22nd September another town was seen, which the pilots
from Malindi failed to identify. But the captive mariner
from Socotra declared that this was Orf agaom, the last of the
series of towns held by Ormuz in Oman.

Owing, perhaps, to the nearness of their powerful
suzerain, Orfa<jaom did not, like Sohar, see the finger of Fate
in the Portuguese arrival. No overtures of peace were made,
therefore " I entered by force of arms, killed many and
burned the town ".

Few prisoners were taken, but there was discovered one
aged and distinguished-looking t( Moor " whose venerable
aspect so impressed his captor that he brought him before
Albuquerque. The elder showed a wisdom consonant with
his years. He apparently sized up the man he had to deal
with and regaled him with all the information he could give
of Ormuz past and present. Concluding an interesting talk,
he expressed his admiration of Portuguese prowess, which
seemed to him to exceed that of Alexander.

Afonso de Albuquerque, himself a great admirer of the
conquering Macedonian, asked the old man in some surprise
where he had read of Alexander.

The ancient plucked from his bosom a volume written in
Persian and bound in crimson velvet. He offered it to
Albuquerque who (his son tells us) " esteemed it more loan
anything that he could have received ". He made the " Moor "
a present of a robe of scarlet cloth and other things from